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Why We Don’t Invite Others to Church
(Based on an article by Dr. Chuck Lawless)
More than one study has shown that large percentages of unchurched people would
consider attending a church if someone simply invited them. The problem is not the
attitude of the unchurched; rather, it is often the failure of church members to invite
others. I have included below several reasons given in these studies for not inviting
people to church:
1. “I just don’t think about it.” Many church members have contact with the
unchurched every week, if not every day. They go to school with them, work with
them, live beside them—and sometimes live with them. What church folks don’t do,
though, is see the unchurched as “sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36), as
spiritual beings in need of Jesus and a church family.
2. “I’m afraid I’ll be rejected.” Nobody likes to be turned down, especially after taking
the risk to invite somebody to church. It’s easier to avoid that possibility by not
inviting anyone at all.
3. “We’ve got too many church problems right now.” Church members don’t
always know all the issues facing a congregation, but they recognize when
something “just isn’t right.” They see the attendance decreasing, or they hear of
internal conflict. Simple stated, they don’t want to invite their friends onto a
battleground.
4. “Our church is already too crowded.” This issue is particularly an American one,
as Americans we protect our personal space. We don’t like being cramped, even in
church. One way to avoid more crowding is to stop inviting anyone.
5. “Nobody ever challenged me to invite anyone.” Some members never think
about inviting others because no one has challenged them to do so. This response
is especially tragic if many unchurched would respond affirmatively to an invitation.
6. “I don’t know how to start the conversation.” Simply inviting somebody to
church would seem easy, but that’s not the case for many church members. In a
culture where discussing religion is almost forbidden, even long-term Christians
struggle with initiating an invitation to church.
7. “It’s too far for people to come.” We live in a mobile culture that promotes church
attendance sometimes quite far from where we live. And what was interesting was
that those church members who drive a long distance are less willing to invite
others to drive that same distance.
Have any of those statements crossed your lips or your minds? Sometimes it is so easy
to put off witnessing or even just extending an invitation to worship, or to assume
someone else will do the inviting. But, we cannot escape the fact that Jesus our Savior
“wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). We
also cannot escape the fact that most unchurched people who come to church for the
first time did so because of an invitation from a family member or friend.
But, here is a more important question: Who do you know that needs Jesus? Who is in
your family or your circle of influence that you can’t live without in eternity? Write their
names down and post them somewhere you can regularly see them and lift them up in
prayer. Ask God to show you the opportunity to invite that person soon. You could pick
up a Mount Olive brochure from the W’s Board in the Welcome Center under Word, or a
church business card from the Welcome Desk to use with you invitation. Their eternal
destiny may depend upon it. God bless your witness!
Connecting People to Jesus,

Pastor Jon

Compassionate Friends
By Marcy Weight

WELCOME

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer
Christian love, hope, strength and companionship to:


Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer



Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease or
terminal illness



Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend suffering from a diagnosis of
an acute disease

 Offer hope to you as a survivor

The next meeting for Compassionate Friends will meet in the Bookstore at Mount Olive
on September 10 at 1:00 PM. This support group is open to everyone who has gone
through or is going through an illness. Call Marcy at 763.755.6368 for more information.

Stephen Ministry
By Dave Dawson
Just a little update on some exciting news from Stephen Ministry at Mount Olive.
A lot of people at Mount Olive have expressed interest in becoming Stephen
Ministers but the training schedules never fit your busy life styles. We are
customizing our training schedules and have the ability to train as little as one or
two people.
You can now pick your top two choices which are as follows:
 Sundays after 10:30 AM service
 Mondays at 6:30 PM
 Tuesdays at 5:30 PM
 Wednesdays at 6:30 PM

Training has been broken down into 60-90 minute timeframes for 20 training
sessions. And if you have to occasionally have to miss a session we will work
with you to make it up. How’s that for flexibility! Nice and spread out for easier
more relaxed learning. Training would start this fall in September or October.
Contact a Stephen Minister for an application to have it filled out by August 1 or
as soon as you can.
CONTACT ANY STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADER
Randy Stroming: 763.350.3105
Jan Peters: 612.396.6503
Bruce Degen: 763.228.1468
Dave Dawson: 763.257.3295
Angie Hefner: 763.323.6592
~2~

Welcome - Life
By Pastor Randy Stroming
We NEED to live LIFE according to God’s Word. When we walk through the
challenges of life and life throws us a curve ball, where do we look for help?
What do we need to put our trust in? Who do we need to put our trust in?

How do we deal with such fears? Sin can cause fear and anxiety? Satan likes to
put doubts and confusion and chaos in our lives. We can have no real freedom
from the challenges and tests until we are at Peace with God and know the
freedom of sins confessed and sins forgiven. David knew such fears and knew
where to find his strength to face life no matter what!
David wrote that there is no reason to fear because of Gods promise to him. In
2 Samuel 7:15a God told David “But I will never stop loving him. I will continue to
be loyal to him.”
David therefore said Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”
The Lord is Our Light. He guides and leads us.
And my salvation. He is our salvation.
Whom shall I fear? If God is on our side, nothing can separate us from His
Love.
The Lord is the strength of my life. The Main support of our life
Of whom shall I be afraid? No one has power to take life away while He
defends me.
Our strength is in Jesus. We need to keep our eyes and heart on Jesus everyday!
Prayer: Father thank you for providing abundant joy in my life no matter what my
circumstances. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

19 th Annual

Mount Olive Golf Scramble!!!

Monday, September 10, 2018
Elk River Country Club
3:30 PM—Registration
4:30 PM—Shotgun Start
7:00 PM—Social
& Pig Roast
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WELCOME

Many times we fall to fear and its consequences when we are tested in life. There
seems to be a feeling of being attached, weakness or foolishness that arises
inside of us when these, circumstances arise. Fears and anxiety are a signal of a
threat to some value an individual holds essential as a human.

Welcome Focus - OCC Ministry
By Mary Scarborough
Operation Christmas Child
Mount Olive is blessed to be a part of Operation
Christmas Child again this year. Operation Christmas
Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate
situations around the world through gift-filled shoe
boxes and the Good News of God’s love. Since 1993,
more than 61 million shoeboxes have been packed, shipped, and delivered across
the globe. People of all ages can be involved in this simple, hands-on missions
project while focusing on the true meaning of Christmas—Jesus Christ. We pray
that you, your family, friends, scout troops and your home group will pack a
shoebox for a child this year and share the love of Christ!
Mount Olive is a National Relay-Collection Site for the shoeboxes again
this year through the week of November 12-19, 2018!
Contact Mary Scarborough at maryjscarborough@hotmail.com for more information.

HOW TO PACK A SHOEBOX GIFT

WELCOME

Collection Site Coming in November!

FIND A SHOEBOX
Start with an average-size cardboard or plastic shoebox. If
you want to wrap it, cover the box and lid separately.

GIRL OR BOY?
Decide whether you will pack for a girl or a boy and what
age category: 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14.

FILL WITH GIFTS
Select a medium to large “wow” item such as a soccer ball
with pump or stuffed animal, then stuff with other toys,
hygiene items and school supplies.
FOLLOW YOUR BOX LABELS
Donate $9 online and receive a tracking label to follow your
box and discover the destination of your shoebox gift. Or
Simply include $9 inside your box.
DROP OFF
Take your shoebox gift to Mount Olive during drop-off
week in November. More details to come.
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The Word
By Pastor Jon Haakana
“Chosen to Proclaim” – A Convention Recap
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9 ESV

The words “chosen” and “proclaim” remind us that God has
chosen us, set us apart to proclaim the Good News of salvation
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. The 78th convention of the Minnesota
South District, gathered June 21-23 under the theme “Chosen
to Proclaim” at Concordia University in St. Paul.

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford was newly elected on the second ballot with 54% of the
vote. Following his election, he addressed the delegates: “My approach is to love
the Lord, love people, and love our Lutheran theology, in that order. Where
differences remain among us, I hope to bring more light and less heat, and be a
voice of reason that speaks with compassion and understanding, as together we
consider what it means to be a 21st century confessional Lutheran church ‘who
desires all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.’”
The four vice-presidents elected to serve with President Woodford are:
1st Vice President: Rev. David Mumme, Trinity, Waterville (Region III)
2nd Vice President: Rev. Thomas Evans, Emanuel, Inver Grove Heights (Region I)
3rd Vice President: Rev. Harold Storm, St. John, Gaylord (Region IV)
4th Vice President: Rev. Dr. Brent Parrish, Immanuel Fish Lake, Prior Lake (Region II)

The following resolutions were among many that were adopted by convention
delegates (Mount Olive was represented by Pastor Haakana and Bruce Degen):








to affirm planting of new churches as a means of reaching new people for Christ
to encourage congregations to participate in the district’s New Church Incubator, which
uses a crowd-funding model to support new church plants
to expand evangelistic outreach on college campuses
to encourage immigrant and refugee outreach
to affirm the current number of assistants to the president and staff at the District Office
to affirm the work of the To All Generations appeal to support our Lutheran schools and
early childhood centers
to memorialize Synod Convention to implement term limits for the Synod President and
First Vice-President

Most importantly, the convention centered on the saving work of Jesus Christ.
Bible studies presented examined a portion of Peter’s 1st letter to the church that
calls on believers to grow as a community, show loving concern for others, and to
clearly proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ as Savior.
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WORD

Following the theme verse from 1 Peter 2:9, times of worship
and Bible study were interspersed throughout the typical
convention business of elections and resolutions to remind the
delegates and guests of the purpose and mission that is ours in Christ.

Word Ministry Focus - Life +
By Pastor Randy Stroming
†

†

†

†

†

†

†

WORD

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study will be meeting at 10:30 AM on specific dates this
summer in the Meeting Room. We will be doing self-contained studies each time on
various Psalms, so feel free to join us for one, a couple, or all of the lessons! Our last
summer meeting will be on Tuesday, August 7. Then we will kick off our fall study on
Tuesday, September 11. We'd love for you to join us for prayer, fellowship and the
study of God's Word. Contact Karen Albu at 763.432.7652 or karenalbu@comcast.net
or Chris Schomburg at Chrisschomburg@gmail.com with any questions.
Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop.
Contact Jeff Paschke at 763.427.5539.
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in the
Bookstore/Room 1115 by the Coffee Shop. We are studying Armor of God from
Ephesians 6. Our next study will be A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel. Anyone
interested in joining, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com.

SUMMER 2018 - “BIBLE HEROES”
SERIES: “Outspoken Heroes of the Faith”
Theme Verse: “Now Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.”
Hebrews 11:1
August 5: Stephen
August 12: Philip
August 19: Peter
August 26: Paul
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Work Ministry Focus - Stewardship
By Jon Holtz
If you have been to church lately you have started to see TV’s being put up around
the building. Do you wonder why? How can Mount Olive afford them and what is
the purpose?

They are also important because it will allow professional communication, less
tape on doors, and the ability of ministries to broadcast their message better.
How did we afford them?
We were able to afford them through a couple of different financial gifts, some
specifically for this purpose. Secondly, the costs of the whole project were cut
significantly by donation of labor efforts of Robert Polster, Joel Trebesch, Justin
Rucks, Bob Antoine, Al Springer and others (sorry if I forgot anyone). The savings
were significant (thousands of dollars in savings) and allowed Mount Olive to afford
this project.
What is the purpose?
The purpose of the TV’s enables Mount Olive to have four closed circuit channels.
One for a feed from the Worship Center which will send such things as the
Worship Service, Events, Live feeds, and other sources. Second, a church
announcement channel which will have current church announcements that
everyone must be aware. Third, a school announcement channel which will have
announcements for pre-school parents. The fourth channel will carry a TV channel
or other programming.
I hope this has helped people and I look forward to updating you next month!
Blessings!
Jon Holtz
P.S. As you plan to enjoy your cabin or cottage this summer, a vacation, or if you
ever forget your checkbook or envelopes no worries, GIVE+ is here to help.
Give + 5 Tools for Giving (located in the pew)
1. Give+ Mobile App
2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754
3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/onlinegiving.html
4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk
5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time)
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WORK

Why are they important?
The TV’s are important because we live in an increasingly non-readership world.
Over 98% of people receive information from “I SAW” rather than I read. In fact, as
I write this, I will do an experiment and publish the results next month. If you read
this article, please contact me either in person, or by contacting me at
763.421.7156 x 126 or by email at jonholtz@mtolive-anoka.org. I will be keeping
track of how many people will be contacting me. To be fair now and God is
watching! Don’t skew results by telling a number of friends but quietly let me
know—Thank You!

Witness Ministry Focus - Events
River Oaks of Anoka &
Mount Olive Church
5:30 PM—7:30 PM

TUESDAY
AUGUST 7

Witness
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Mount Olive Manna Market
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Franklin Elementary.
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(For every item you bring,
you get a ticket for the drawing!!)

Annual Fall Lunch
Saturday, October 13, 2018
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Mark your Calendars!!
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Witness Ministry Focus - WOMO
By Jan Block

******************
Summer has passed the half-way mark for most. The Lord is making sure we can
collect a little of the high temps to put in our memory bank when it reaches -20 degrees
this winter.
The MN South District LWML conference set the new mission goals. Help us fill those
mite boxes.
The Dwelling Place Domestic Violence Program

$15,000

Lutheran High School Education Tuition Assistance

$54,000

LCMS Missionary Support

$10,000

Minnesota South District Aid Scholarships

$35,000

Camp Courage - A Place of Hope and Healing

$4,000

Camp Omega - Rooted*Celebrating*Growing

$25,000

Two MN South Congregations Connecting Ethnic Neighbors

$10,000

Trinity HOPE

$5,000

Lutherans for Life Post-Abortions Crisis Hotline Expansion

$7,500

Seminary Education for New Pastors in South Sudan (LHF)

$7,500

The Lydia Project

$10,000

New Beginnings for Children with Learning Needs (LSEM)

$10,000

Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students Support (partial grant amount - original grant request was for $6,500)
Total Mite dollars to be distributed in MN South District
(75% of $265,000 goal):
(NOTE: 25% is sent to National LWML to meet the National Mite Goal.)

$5,750

$198,750

Annual Fall Lunch
The Fall Event (lunch, bake sale and crafts) will be here in a short time. It will be held
on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 this year. Sign-up for volunteers will be in early
September. If you are canning veggies and fruit, making jelly or preserves, plan on
which you could donate to our bake sale. Home-baked breads, cookies, candy and/or
cake are always good. The more donations we have the more gifts we can share with
our local, state and global missions.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Tuesday, September 4: First Women of Mount Olive Meeting for the year.
Monday, September 24: Red Cross Bloodmobile
Saturday, October 13: Fall Event Lunch, Bake Sale and Crafts.
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WITNESS

LWML ONLINE: National website is
www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email,
text and other tech items on a daily basis.
Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all
the many things that come up. There are
items for ministries, events and resources.
This is for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on
the way to Cana Hall. It has several items for your use. There are Quarterlies, mite
boxes and calendars that can be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children
to use them also.

Youth & Family

By Marla & Carol

YOUTH

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO SPOKE FOLK!

For more information
please contact:
Youth & Family
Ministry:
Marla Chesser
Events
& Senior Youth
763.421.7156 x 117
marla@mtolive-anoka.org

Carol Kietzman
Sunday School
& Junior Youth
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org

On August 11 and 12 you are invited to a phenomenally
fun and inspirational for all ages program put on by
40 youth from all over the country. They are spending
two weeks BIKING all over MN sharing God’s Word
though, music, skits, testimonies, and more! Mount Olive
will be serving as Spoke Folk’s “home church” during their training during the
first week of August, and they will be sharing their “Homecoming” program
with us during regular service times:
Saturday - 5:30 PM, Sunday - 8:00 & 9:30 AM
Calling all 5th Graders and their families…
At Mount Olive we start formal confirmation classes when kids enter 5th
grade. To ensure a clear understanding of confirmation, it’s implications for
the faith life of your family, and things specific to the program at Mount
Olive, our Director of Youth Ministries, CAROL KIETZMAN seeks to meet
with each of the incoming 5th graders AND THEIR FAMILIES. It’s actually a
great chance to get to know Carol, have some DQ (Carol’s treat) and get
excited about the next step in your family’s faith journey. Be on the lookout
for a letter to come home regarding these visits.
“Children will learn far more by watching than by listening. ” - Billy Graham
With the beginning of the school year upon us I have been pondering the ramifications
of education of any sort, and my role in it. It seems that, throughout the decades, both
church and state have taken more and more of the responsibility of training children out
of the hands of parents. Even at church, the concepts of Sunday School and
Confirmation have gone from them being used as tools and supplements to what they
were also seeing and hearing at home to something very different. Now it seems, much
like the educational system, that Christian Education tools have replaced parents
involvement in their kids faith walk. Culture has trained us as parents to look to someone
“trained” or “more knowledgeable” than ourselves to teach our kids Holy Scripture and
how to have a saving relationship with Christ. It’s up to the organized churches to train
our kids to have servant hearts and be followers of Christ. Obviously, parents maybe
don’t intend for this to be the situation, but it so easily becomes it. It’s the expected
norm set up by current culture. Let’s face it, it’s easier too. In the midst of todays ultra
scheduled and busy lives (including my own), it’s so much easier to let a trusted source
do the training. But here’s the thing, we are only with your kids 1-3 hours A WEEK. We
have very little influence in and of ourselves as church leaders. We want to help guide
your family, we want to supplement your - the parent’s - knowledge base and set up
opportunities for growth in Christ, but without the parents desire to know the Lord,
without them daily seeking out God’s wisdom and grace, and without their ongoing desire
to SHOW their kids what it means to follow Christ, it’s really an uphill battle to have
the kids follow in Christ’s footsteps. The youth team at Mount Olive is excited and
ready to help your family seek Christ TOGETHER!
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Change Service Requested

Saturday Night Service

5:30 PM

(contemporary service)

Sunday Worship Services:
Classic Grace:

8:00 AM
(traditional service)

Living Praise:

9:30 AM
(contemporary service)

August 2018

Upcoming Events
August 7: National Night Out
August 11-12: Spoke Folk Homecoming Services
August 17: Manna Market
August 24: Senior Fellowship
August 25: 500 Card Club Fellowship
August 28-30: Mount Olive Preschool Orientation
September 1: No Saturday Worship
September 4: Women of Mount Olive Meeting
September 5: Mount Olive Preschool Begins
September 16: Rally Sunday (No Saturday Worship)

